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Purpose

“The purpose of this document is to provide
communication guidance on commonly used DEIJ
terminology for organizations operating in the
environmental field.

This document does not define all terms of inclusion,
but provides conscientious, equitable language for
commonly used or often confused terms.”

- DEIJ Terminology Communications Guide
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Development Timeline

« 2020: Development I
'  Draft developed by DEI &

COMM Team Liaisons
« Released to Alliance staff for
feedback iy, 1

2021: Soft Launch
« Distributed to partners for

feedback:
-Choose Clean Water Coalition's
Equity Workgroup
-Chesapeake Bay Program's
Communications and Diversity £
Workgroups '
-NFWF
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Themes, Research, & Features

Sections:
e Purpose
e GCeneral Terminology
e Environmental Terminology
e Sources

The content is based on extensive research from reputable
sources as of the date of this document and combined with the
current social context from online sources and feedback.

Overarching Themes:
e Do not make identity assumptions - when in doubt, ask the
person or audience you are interacting with
e Understand the consequences of using terms
Interchangeably
e Use person-first language
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General Terminology

Over 30 terms described
within this Guide

Reminder: All terminology has a
history and specific use for
certain circumstances. Very
few words can be adequately
used as a blanket description
for a group of people. Each of
these terms has a purpose and
correct use (similarly to how
we want to use correct
pronouns). None of them
should be used
indiscriminately but
specifically to the topic you are
discussing.

A, ALLIANCE

General Terminology

&l terminolagy hes & history snd e i USE o CErtain CInCU Mt Snos
wards can be pdegquately us=d a5 8 blanks=t description for & group of peopks. Each c
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african American
Acceptable fo
Afmica ', This ternr

1 Armericen person having origins in any of the Black radal groups of
to be capitalized in communicetan

ally { Allyship
allyshir s process, not an identity It is an ongaing and lifelong process of istening
and lesrming. Appropniate use: “daing allywark” to references the fa 2
ot s identity. Albeship can be inoreference @ t
rit, differently abled, eic. peoples snd movement

Asian American Pacific 1slander [AaPI)
“In the 3000 United States Census, the Federal Government defines; Asian american’
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Environmental Terminology

The Environmental Terminology has been included only to highlight
the direct effects environmental issues and/or climate change can
have on certain communities, communicating both the scientific and
soclal impacts.

Community Science (previously Citizen Science)

The engagement of all people in the Chesapeake Bay watershed in the scientific
process - from volunteer, community-driven water quality monitoring projects to
collaborations with local, state, and federal stakeholders.

Environmental Justice

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, color,
national origin, or income with respect to the development, implementation, and
enforcement of environmental laws, regulations and policies, and refers to "decisions

[that] support sustainable communities where people can interact with confidence|
that their environment is safe, nurturing, and productive.”

Climate Justice, Climate Inequity, Climate Chaos

Terms and concepts that “acknowledge climate change can have differing
social, economic, public health, and other adverse impacts on underprivileged
populations.” Climate justice begins with recognizing key groups are
differently affected by climate change. Climate impacts can exacerbate
inequitable social conditions.
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Highlights

The Terminology Guide has been used to help in

o Strengthening language internally

o Writing grants that may or may not have a DEIJ
component
Communicating with/about partners or communities
yOu are or wish to connect with
Online communications including social media,
blog/article content, or online outreach

You can find more information about the guide in the
Alliance’s blog post and on the Alliance’s DEI Page.

Photo by Matt Rath/Chesapeake Bay Program
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https://www.allianceforthebay.org/2021/09/the-alliance-releases-its-diversity-equity-inclusion-and-justice-terminology-guide-for-communicators/
https://www.allianceforthebay.org/about/diversity-equity-inclusion-justice/

Updates to the Guide

The Alliance welcomes any questions, comments,
concerns, or suggestions for the DEIJ Terminology
Guide by sending to:

dei@allianceforthebay.org

Our team collects and reviews all feedback, as well as
current language, and will update the Guide every 6
months
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Thank You!
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