
Forage Action Team: Indicator 
Development to Assess Forage Status 



As a Reminder



Are these the analyses the FAT 
should be publicly reporting out 
on as indicators (Do they address 
outcome language)?
● Habitat suitability for bay anchovy and 

juvenile spot
● Climate indicator for bay 

anchovy/polychaetes 
● Polychaete abundance time series 



Where should this team commit to providing analysis/updates?

Chesapeake Progress 
(Official Indicator for the 
Chesapeake Bay Program)

NOAA regional State of 
Ecosystem of the Report and 
Bay-specific seasonal summaries

Annual “Forage 
Report” added to the 
recent Logic and 
Action Plan



Logistical 
Questions for 
Each Potential 
Indicator



Polychaete Abundance Indicator

● What: What specific data do we want to report on/highlight?
○ Annual Analysis and Methods documents 
○ Results synthesis for regional reports

● Who: Who is responsible for updating and interpreting results for reporting and 
synthesis?

● Where: Where should this indicator “live”? Multiples places?
● How often: When is the indicator updated?
● Challenges: Current barriers to completion/sustainability of reporting (ex. 

Capacity, funding, etc.)
● Next steps?



Climate Drivers Indicator

● What: What specific data do we want to report on/highlight?
○ Annual Analysis and Methods documents 
○ Results synthesis for regional reports

● Who: Who is responsible for updating and interpreting results for reporting and 
synthesis?

● Where: Where should this indicator “live”? Multiples places?
● How often: When is the indicator updated?
● Challenges: Current barriers to completion/sustainability of reporting (ex. 

Capacity, funding, etc.)
● Next steps?



Habitat Suitability Indicator 

● What: What specific data do we want to report on/highlight?
○ Annual Analysis and Methods documents 
○ Results synthesis for regional reports

● Who: Who is responsible for updating and interpreting results for reporting and 
synthesis?

● Where: Where should this indicator “live”? Multiples places?
● How often: When is the indicator updated?
● Challenges: Current barriers to completion/sustainability of reporting (ex. 

Capacity, funding, etc.)
● Next steps?



What should be 
included in a 
Chesapeake Bay 
forage status 
report?



Other Workgroup 
Priorities



Zooplankton 
Monitoring in 

Chesapeake Bay
● Status of current proposal 

submitted to Bay Program 
leadership

● Next steps and options to 
address this science need



For our next 
meeting?

● Dedicate meeting to discuss 
developments in  recent mysid 
research

● Dedicate a future meeting to 
explore changes in in the bay’s 
priority species

● Invite speakers to present on 
avian/mammal predation on 
forage species


