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Fish Habitat Outcome:

Continually improve effectiveness of fish habitat
conservation and restoration efforts by identifying and
characterizing critical spawning, nursery and forage areas
within the Bay and tributaries for important fish and shellfish,
and use existing and new tools to integrate information and
conduct assessments to inform restoration and conservation

efforts.



Fisheries GIT + Habitat GIT
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What should the objectives be for this outcome?
Existing data and information for the Chesapeake?

Focus species or habitat types?

-Species of interest range from the tidal portions to
nontidal, freshwater portions to the headwaters.

-Data do exist, but need for more comprehensive,
compiled information. Gaps for nontidal habitats
and juvenile habitat utilization.

-Prioritization is essential to guide management.
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Draft Objectives:

1. Identify threats to fish habitat (both
manageable and unmanageable). Consider
Baywide vs. local/regional threats.

2. Compile and identify available data on habitats
and fish utilization at different life stages.

3. Prioritize for protection/restoration,
management, decision-making. Different
priorities depending on species, location, etc.
Improve awareness.
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Existing Resources:

How have habitat types and
species utilization been
characterized in existing
documents or data tools?

e Spatial data tools for habitat and/or
fish distributions (states, federal
agencies, partnerships)

 Historical literature

« Summary reports or plans
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Existing Resources:

Atlantic Coastal Fish Habitar Partnership

Species-Habitar Matrix Project
Summary Report

Eggs-

YOV
Larvae Jurf

Adults ‘ Spawning ‘

adults

Habitat Category

Habitat Type

Marine and
estuarine shellfish
beds

Oyster reef

Scallop beds

Hard clam beds

Dead shell accumulations

Other sessile fauna

1‘1‘511'13':"'.' coral reef architecture

Patch reef, soft corals or
anemones amidst soft sediment

Live rock

Facus sp., Lamimaria sp., e

Macroalgae factuca marts, Sargascum sp., and

other drift algae
Tidal fresh and oligohaline spp.

SAV , -

Mesohaline and polyhaline g,

Salowarer marsh

) i Brackish marsh

Tidal vegetation

Tidal freshwarter marshes

Mangrove

Coastal inert
substrate

Loose fine bottom

Loose coarse bottom

Firm hard hottom

Structured sand habitat

Riverine

Higher gradient headwarter
tributaries

Lower oradient tributaries

Higher gradient large mainstem
river

Lower gradicm larpe mainstem
river

Low order coasral streams

MNon-tdal freshwarer mussel

beds

Coasral headwarer ponds
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Existing Resources:

Executive Order Critical Living Resources and Priority Habitats

Region Priority Habitats Critical Living Resources” Stressors
Coastal Plain Estuarine * BlueCrab * Atlantic * Poor water quality

« Menhaden Sturgeon * Eutrophication

(Tidal waters) o Tidal wetlands (including * Northe
* Striped Bass orthern

emergent tidal freshwater N ond backed * Invasive species
marsh andforest) * Oysters Terrapin * Contaminants
* Riparianforest buffers * Eelgrass * Horseshoe * Development/ habitat
o snGrace Crab loss andfragmentation
* Submerged Aquatic o Widgeon Grass -1ab
* AmericanEel * Climate change

Vegetation (SAV) * Black Duck e btk 3
veE bl b d eie e Soft Shell and e Overharvesting

5 [ = = = = -
* Open water e Surf Clams S o dio

Lote § Loy | e

sBenthos e SaltmarshSharp-  « DelmarvaF ox gl

tailedSparrow Sauirrel e Storm and drought
e Qyster reefs = z St =

* Carvasback * BaldEagle « Saltwater intrusion
*Peach nes * Wood Thrush * Bay Anchowvy o Altered frachw ater
o Working/agncultural s Prairie Warbler *» WildRice . Decdeing
lands sTiger Beetle .

* Prothonotary
* Grass/shrub lands Warbler
* |slands

*Suburban and Urban
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Existing Resources:

Executive Order Critical Living Resources
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Existing Resources:

Executive Order Critical Living Resources and Priority Habitats
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Draft Objectives:

1. Identify threats to fish habitat (both
manageable and unmanageable). Consider
Baywide vs. local/regional threats.

2. Compile and identify available data on habitats
and fish utilization at different life stages.

3. Prioritize for protection/restoration,
management, decision-making. Different
priorities depending on species, location, etc.
Improve awareness.
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Next Steps

" "
» January 2015

o Webinar to review multiple existing resources and
discuss focus species/habitats

o Workshop to discuss how to achieve the outcomes and
objectives (compile data, address threats, prioritize
habitats)

- February-March 2015
o Develop and draft strategy

Chesapeake Bay Program
Science. Restoration. Partnership.
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