


The word “citizen(s)” may be considered 
exclusionary by:

• Non-citizens,
• Children of non-citizens (although they may 

legally be citizens),
• People who care about the Chesapeake Bay 

but do not live in the watershed,
• Tourists

“Citizen(s)” occurs 17 times in the 2014 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement



The 2014 Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Agreement may be modified, 

“As the signatories identify new 
opportunities or concerns” (pg 3)

Has been modified previously (3 
Outcomes)



17 Occurrences of “Citizen(s)”

General Text = 11 times

Outcome Text = 2 times
“Citizen Stewardship” Outcome

Goal Text = 2 times
“Stewardship” & “Land Conservation” goals

Vision Statement = 1 time

Signatory Page = 1 time



17 Occurrences of “Citizen(s)”

Approach to identifying edits:
• Maintain original intent

• Minimize text changes
7 of 17 occurrences addressed by simply 
deleting the word.

• Be as consistent as possible
7 of 17 occurrences replaced with “public”, 
“people”, or “communities”.



Important Caveats

1) Approving changes does not:
• Require new signatures,
• Imply recommitment to or modification of 

any Goals or Outcomes.
Rather, the changes are simply correcting the 
unintentional use of a term that we have since 
learned may be interpreted as exclusionary.

2)  Will be clearly documented on a new 
“Amendments” page(s) (current pg 17)



Next Steps
(if approved)

Step #1:  Submit recommended edits for 
public input and address as appropriate.

Step #2:  Submit all 17 edits* to EC at their 
Fall meeting with recommendation to 
approve.



Discussion and Approval?


