Juvenile blue crab mortality in
Chesapeake Bay
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Research questions

How does juvenile mortality vary over time?
What predators are causing mortality?
Is there spatial variation?

Is there an interaction between recruitment
and mortality?
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VWNOo are the juvenile crab predators In the Rhode Riverrs
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~Juvenile abundance survey
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Summary

Relative mortality in the Rhode River varies with
baywide adult crab abundance.

Adult blue crabs are the main predators of juveniles in
the Rhode River.

Relative mortality decreases as juveniles move up the
Bay.

The spatial pattern of recruitment likely plays an
important role in determining the natural mortality rate.



Two new tagging projects in 2014-2015
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