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 Tri-State Legislative Commission
• Pennsylvania, Maryland, & Virginia

 Established by state law

 7 Members Each (21 total)
• 2 Senate

• 3 House

• 1 Administration (Cabinet-level) 

• 1 Citizen



Identify critical environmental needs, evaluate 
public concerns and ensure state and federal 

actions to sustain the living resources of the Bay.



 Chairman 

• Maryland Senator Mac 
Middleton

 Vice-Chairs

 Pennsylvania Representative 
Garth Everett

 Virginia Delegate Scott 
Lingamfelter



 At request of our Commissioners, staff explored the 
similarities and differences of defining features of  
Maryland’s existing Phosphorus Site Index (PSI) and new 
Phosphorus Management Tool (PMT), Pennsylvania’s 
Phosphorus Index (PI), and Virginia’s PI. 

 Findings published December 2015 in “Phosphorus 
Management Tools in Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania,” 
a report for decision-makers.

 Drafts of the report were reviewed by a number of nutrient 
management experts in the Bay region.  



 Similarities and differences of these defining features:

 establishment dates, 

 triggers for phosphorus risk assessment, 

 allowances for nitrogen-based manure application, 

 sources and transport of phosphorus, 

 phosphorus application restrictions based on risk 
assessments, 

 primary drivers, and 

 each tool’s strong points.



:

• Significant farm 
management 
and water quality 
implications.

• Fate of 
phosphorus is 
complex.

• The science of 
phosphorus 
management 
continues to 
evolve.

Challenge #3

Phosphorus
Management Introduction
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Virginia – Budget 
amendment requesting DCR 
assess the Phosphorus Index.
Pennsylvania –
Administrative action to “re-
boot” Bay restoration;
PI revision anticipated in 2017 
Maryland – Poultry Litter Act 
designed to assist farmers 
with “excess” litter;
PMT Advisory Group;
Delmarva – Land & Litter 
Challenge
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