
1/16/2024 – Wetlands Workgroup Meeting: Nontidal 

 

MEETING: Wetlands Workgroup Meeting: Nontidal 

DATE/TIME: 1/16/2024, 2:00 - 4:00 ET 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Presenter: Nancy Schumm (Workgroup Vice Chair) 

• Roll Call 

WETLAND CHALLENGES 

Presenter: Nancy Schumm (Workgroup Vice Chair) 

• Back in July workgroup members ranked priorities for the workgroup and wetland 

challenges came out as one of the top priorities.  

• Jamboard Activity: What do you consider a nontidal wetland challenge? Which 

challenges should the workgroup focus on first? 

Comments/Questions: 

• Pam Mason: There may be more capacity for outreach and communication through the 

CBP Strategic Engagement Team and University of Michigan master students. 

o Sarah Koser (in chat): Will the University of Michigan SEAS Master’s Project 

Students be working with the WWG and the SET?  As Chris noted, the Trust is 

working on a Tidal Strategic Plan that includes a landowner engagement 

objective so it would be good to know who the contact is - thanks and congrats! 

WETLAND WORD ASSOCIATION 

Presenters: Nancy Schumm & Pam Mason 

• Want to gain consensus on wetland terms and practices used and see if they are 

classified as restoration, creation, or enhancement.  

• We recognize that there are different variations of terms around wetlands projects (on 

the ground) and a lot of those terms were assessed at one time to determine BMP load 

reduction crediting. There’s pretty good agreement on some terms, but not all.  

• The Wetlands Outcome is linked to three specific terms until 2025, but we want to get 

input on the kinds of activities that you think fall into these different terms and if the 

terminology should change. 

Comments/Questions:  

• Dave Goerman: The FGDC establishes the standards for federal agencies to follow in 

meeting the executive order and other requirements of the federal government, the 

Chesapeake Bay Agreement being one of them. In PA we follow the definitions explicitly 

whether they be used for federal, regulatory, or non-regulatory purposes. 

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1t-nQnm_nmN3vxBqBT-vnVotq4-CL2TP95w-VfMbC580/viewer


1/16/2024 – Wetlands Workgroup Meeting: Nontidal 

 

• Pam Mason: We want to gain an understanding of where practitioners/permit 

reviewers/etc. would place these actions and activities under the three terms: creation, 

restoration, and enhancement. To develop a table or spreadsheet that can be used to 

crosswalk some of these terms. Do we think these terms capture the activities? Do we 

want to keep using those terms when thinking about modifying the wetlands outcome? 

o Denise Clearwater: It seems the simplest way to do this would be to classify if 

you are working in an existing wetland or not. Former wetland would be 

restoration and not would be creation. 

• Alison Santoro: Should we split this a little bit more? Move to BMP implementation-

based categories similar to stream restoration.  

• Pam Mason: Trying to get an understanding of the terms to communicate with non-

wetland people more effectively. 

o Nancy Schumm: Reminds me of an exercise through the Institute of 

Conservation Leadership where if we don’t agree amongst ourselves what 

business we’re in, how do we sell it ot the rest of the world? Make sure we’re all 

speaking the same language. 

• Pam Mason: We’re not trying to change anyone else’s definitions we’re just trying to 

make sure we understand them moving forward as we set our goals. 

• Chris Guy: This won’t be done in a day, there will be several iterations. We need to gain 

consistency in out terminology. This is where it starts to get acres on the ground. 

o Dave Goerman: We do have a common set of definitions and it’s a matter of 

performing an analysis on your project to figure out where it falls. 

o Denise Clearwater: If we are talking about voluntary gains the only area of 

confusion is related to enhancements. 

• Chris Guy: The next step would be to state what we mean when we use federal 

definitions, state definitions, and the definitions established in the Wetlands Outcome. 

This will help set ourselves up for 2025. 

o Dave Goerman: Use the FGDC definitions as the foundation. EPA wetlands 

restoration definitions and distinctions: 

https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetlands-restoration-definitions-and-

distinctions  

• Denise Clearwater: Since some of these can be cross walked, I think the focus is on what 

the resource is before you started and what it is after. Not so much the activities. 

• Ben Sagara (in chat): We may need 2 things here - define wetland 

restoration/enhancement/creation and determine a list of practices that could apply to 

those three categories.  

• Denise Clearwater: For the purposes of voluntary tracking is it important to breakout 

creation from restoration? 

o Pam Mason: Probably not. 

 

https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetlands-restoration-definitions-and-distinctions
https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/wetlands-restoration-definitions-and-distinctions
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES 

• The wetlands indicator was updated on Chesapeake Progress. Here’s a link to the press 
release: https://www.chesapeakebay.net/news/pressrelease/chesapeake-bay-program-
notes-increase-in-wetlands-across-the-watershed 

• Maryland Department of the Environment finished a project on a new assessment and 

guidance for stream restoration projects with associated wetlands: 

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/Stream-

Wetland_NewGuidance.aspx 

• Pam will be presenting on the Chesapeake Bay Program Wetlands Outcome at the 

Delaware Wetlands Conference in February. 

• A vernal pools wetlands protection act is being introduced to revise Maryland’s wetland 

regulations to protect vernal pools that don’t technically meet the wetlands definition. 

PARTICIPANTS (24): 

Pam Mason (VIMS) Nancy Schumm (City 
of Gaithersburg) 

Tess Danielson 
(DOEE) 

Dede Lawal (CRC) 

Chris Guy (USFWS) Joe Berg 
(Biohabitats) 

Amy Jacobs (TNC) Alison Rogerson 
(DNREC) 

Greg Noe (USGS) George Doumit 
(DNREC) 

Denise Clearwater 
(MDE or MDNR) 

Cassandra Davis (NY 
DEC) 

Megan Diehl (CBT) Megan Fitzgerald 
(EPA) 

Katie Stahl (USFWS) Sarah Koser (CBT) 

Matt Robinson (EPA) Kevin Mclean (VA 
DEQ) 

Melissa Yearick (USC) Dave Goerman (PA 
DEP) 

Ben Sagara (DWR) Alison Santoro 
(MDNR) 

Camille Liebnitzky 
(City of Alexandria) 

BeKura Branch (First 
Alliance Consulting) 

 

https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/abundant-life/wetlands
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1Uyt3C6XEYuAPfux4rq9bulihDyic8jJ5icDASP_JFjP0_5W4NnIRgzTHKV01XpfGtCTF0ouAVtx7ccIta_0wbKC2HHnvnUXIEVvmYgHTdTvDhI7_BMK1PDhhzIufVNmpi68BzG1a3_hRvK4CQeLvvDuMP52H9xQ7nK43V2vubqUoR4v2ET64bFo3bry7DwA3JCvgf5rO0EQLx7xLAU6VVpLI26KL2vDHcxjaozRiWM9Dm3yfC4U2j14zpna-hTdci7d-r3yEQwMA7Nsi2sOOc_JiMVHlHQmxtvsCU1QU2xEIkvVbuM6CNABp59d7zJo9%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.chesapeakebay.net%252Fnews%252Fpressrelease%252Fchesapeake-bay-program-notes-increase-in-wetlands-across-the-watershed&data=05%7C02%7Clawal.dede%40epa.gov%7Cb4aba8147cae41d3092408dc178da81a%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638411144426867713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nxm2q%2BJ1Ct6ek9Y6cIHMfi%2BpBRPwzAYOUl6kLj1uzMI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F1Uyt3C6XEYuAPfux4rq9bulihDyic8jJ5icDASP_JFjP0_5W4NnIRgzTHKV01XpfGtCTF0ouAVtx7ccIta_0wbKC2HHnvnUXIEVvmYgHTdTvDhI7_BMK1PDhhzIufVNmpi68BzG1a3_hRvK4CQeLvvDuMP52H9xQ7nK43V2vubqUoR4v2ET64bFo3bry7DwA3JCvgf5rO0EQLx7xLAU6VVpLI26KL2vDHcxjaozRiWM9Dm3yfC4U2j14zpna-hTdci7d-r3yEQwMA7Nsi2sOOc_JiMVHlHQmxtvsCU1QU2xEIkvVbuM6CNABp59d7zJo9%2Fhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.chesapeakebay.net%252Fnews%252Fpressrelease%252Fchesapeake-bay-program-notes-increase-in-wetlands-across-the-watershed&data=05%7C02%7Clawal.dede%40epa.gov%7Cb4aba8147cae41d3092408dc178da81a%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638411144426867713%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nxm2q%2BJ1Ct6ek9Y6cIHMfi%2BpBRPwzAYOUl6kLj1uzMI%3D&reserved=0
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/Stream-Wetland_NewGuidance.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/WetlandsandWaterways/Pages/Stream-Wetland_NewGuidance.aspx
https://dnrec.delaware.gov/watershed-stewardship/wetlands/conference/
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2020RS/fnotes/bil_0004/hb0854.pdf

